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What is interpretative EQA? 

• External Quality Assessment that requires 

an element of interpretation 

 

• Generally based on a response from an 

individual  or group of individuals 

 

• Many types of interpretative schemes are 

available 

 



EQALM Symposium 2013 - Bucharest, Romania 

Lots of Different Resources 

 

Interpretive systems are diverse 
 

 

Commentaries and educational cases on website 

 

Some  are interactive, some “virtual hospital” or laboratory, Digital 
morphology 

 
 

All support individual or departmental subscriptions 
 

 
 

Most CPD registered 
 

 

Some linked to material distribution 
 

 

Comparative performance indices, reflective learning/self-assessment 
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UK NEQAS Immunology 

iEQA 

http://www.immqas.co.uk/eqainterpret/tutorials/immqas_edited.htm
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Interpretative External Quality Assessment 

iEQA - What is it?  
• Multi-disciplinary, self-directed, reflective 

learning resource 

– Focused upon QA & current lab practice 
 

• Convenient & cost-effective 

– Web-based, login anywhere, anytime 
 

• Aimed at ALL staff grades 
 

• Bite-sized 

– Save cases for completion later 

– Cases always open (>1 attempt per case) 
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Why iEQA? 

• Provides a dynamic and rich information source to 

improve knowledge 
 

• Helps staff to  acquire new skills quickly, and 

enable them to keep up to date with new research 

and best practice in Pathology 

  

• There are currently over 80 cases to choose from 

and  2 new ones are being developed every month 
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How does iEQA work? 

1 
• Log on to web based site (www.immqas.org.uk) 

2 
• Pick case study (new or old) 

3 
• Navigate through the information available 

4 
• Report comments/findings 

5 

 

•Complete and exit case study 
 

 

• Analyse your performance against the ‘expert path’ and 

review your thought processes against peer group 
 

6 
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How to use iEQA 
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www.immqas.org.uk 



Participants’ Meeting 2013 - Sheffield Hallam University 
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After Registration 
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Assessments - General 
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Choose a Case! 
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Navigate from request card 
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Can't find what you're looking for?  
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Immunology selected 
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Immunoglobulins selected 
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IgG subclasses selected  
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IgG subclasses selected  
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Images available-Serum 

electrophoresis 
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Write a report - Instructions 
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Write a report - fixed text 



EQALM Symposium 2013 - Bucharest, Romania 

Write a report - free text 
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Finish Assessment 
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Finish Assessment – Structured Answer  
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Finish Assessment – 

Structured Answer (2) 
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Further Reading 
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How have I done?  

Personal Achievements Area 



EQALM Symposium 2013 - Bucharest, Romania 

Personal Achievements  
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System logs each session 
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'View the session' 
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View a comparison of your session 

against the ‘expert path’  
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Comparison of your assessment against your peers 
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Continuing Professional 

Development - CPD 
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iEQA Certificate 
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iEQA summary 

1 
• Log on to web based site (www.immqas.org.uk) 

2 
• Pick case study (new or old) 

3 
• Navigate through the information available 

4 
• Report comments/findings 

5 

 

• Complete and exit case study 
 

 

• Analyse your performance against the ‘expert path’ and 

review your thought processes against peer group 
 

6 
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Lab Manager Functionality 
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Licences 
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Staff Performance - Graphing Tool 
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Type of Registration 

• Annual Registration 

 

• Licenses issued 
  One, five, ten users per lab 

 

• Payment by invoice or  

 

•         

 

On line via        
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Registration 
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Agree and Submit Registration 
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Why should I be interested? 

Multidisciplinary 
educational tool for 
all grades of staff 

Anonymous 

self reflective 
learning 

Ability to compare 
individual 

performance with 
peers/region 

Monitoring of 
engagement of staff 

with CPD 

EQA providers can 
circulate 

data/images from 
rarer educational 

scenarios 
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What now? 

• Current status: Approximately 250 

individuals are using the system 

 

• Over 80 multidisciplinary cases available 

 

• New cases added monthly 
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Any Comments/Questions? 

www.immqas.org.uk 
  ukneqas@immqas.org.uk 

 
©Copyright:  The data from UK NEQAS is confidential to 

the NHS and may not be produced without the 

permission of the Organiser 

 

 

Thank you for listening 

http://www.immqas.org.uk/

